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In this, William Penn stated in simple fashion his
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r as people living in caves along the bank of the Delawas ford at the age «
bl i At lazy to build houses. The Quakers be

v experiment”’ was a commum
who were motivated by r

ieved that perfection was possible, and anything less than
fection was a failing.

William Penn had long been an advocate of religious 1i

although his efforts in that direction were not successful in E

-~
JC

religious nonco:
during his
this, for he wan
cated court

the continent, |

land. Edward C. 0. Beatty, in his excellent study, William
as Social Philosopher, stated that Penn considered reli
liberty “the comnerstone of the ideal political edifice.”
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cept of humanity many of the testimonies of Quakers g
the centuries which followed, such as the attitudes
slavery, Indians, prisoners, and the mentally ill.
The first outgrowth of this belief was an opposition
It began slowly during the troubled years preceding the
ration in 1660, and was widely accepted among Friends
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dends had been their chief aspiration. They might have set
in established colonies on the mainland, rather than face
hazardous life on the frontier along the shores of the Dela
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George Fox was early interested in the New World
tensive missionary efforts were carried on in Barbadc
England, and on to the south among the English
There was also interest in preaching to the Indians and
ing them to Christianity. As early as 1660 Josiah Coal
among the Indians and at the same time unsucc
tempted to purchase land from them along the S
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ness. in sending settlers to populate the area, an.d in .estab_
2 government. Penn not only shared in the direction Of
Jersey, but in April, 1681, joined with eleven other Frien
purchase East Jersey from the estate of Carteret, who h
died. Thus in the very months when Penn was draw
plans for Pennsylvania, he was forced to give some attenti
Fast and West Jersey. Penn also had the advantage of
ence in such an enterprise, upon which he drew in estab
his own province. The West Jersey venture was succes
('n(-()ur,::]gf:d him to enter into the great project on wh
fame lies. Obviously, the fact that several hundred
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persecution anew. After Penn began his quest for Pennsy.r
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The Quakers in Ireland held office, and George Fox w
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to them that do well; and preserve every man both :
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according to the righteous law of God.” 28 e
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