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Amo Regni Gulieli, et Marie Regis ¢ Regn, Quidrte:
wBwlding With Stone 02 Wrick. 3
Acts and Laws,
Pafled by the Great and General Cotirt or Affembly of the Provincg
of the Maflachyfésts-Bay in New-England. " Begun and Held

at Bof?in the Eighth of June 1692. and continued by Adjournment
unto the Twelfth day of Ocfoer following,

An A& for Building with Stone or Brick in
the Town of Baflon, and preventing Fire.

"HEREAS Great Defolations and Ruines bays findry times bap.
_ 9'me_d by Fire breaking out in the Town of Bofton, principal-

¥ o¥s> ot ofo ofs ofs Y occafiuned by veafon of the jomming and nearnefs of the Buile

ofn o> als ofs ofn 1 in- dln als obs ot of o obs ofs ofs bs abs ofs
ha@g@&;‘u&%@ﬁ?ﬁﬁ&%&%@ﬁ &Bﬁﬁég ERBRERSERERER0R ‘ dings, being mioftly of Timber; and covered with Shingle.
: For the bessér preventing of " fuch” Accidents for the fusure, and Damage
. 1 and Lofs thereby. . B o e ..
e it Orvained and Enarted bp the Solberitone, Couneif anb feprez
e- rlnt e ¢ fentativeg, Convened n General Court or Affemblp, And itig@naggz _ . o . .
. 2 €0 by the Anehoritp of the fame, That henceforth no Dwelling Houfe, Buildings i
_ Shop, Ware-houfe, Barn, Stable, or any other Houfing of more than Eight Boftn fo be
' Feet in Length, or Breadth, and Seven Feet in Heighth, fhall be Ere@ed and of Brick og

. i i Stone, and
. , ) . . s but of Brick, and covered with Slate or Tyle, unlefs P'On% and .
Bw Ol’def ot His EXCCHGBCY the Governour., Y iS: fpz‘.ﬂg.lf:@cs l:vth(;_rc :’e‘::ae[%y ;‘ecquires 3 being fo judged and ﬁygniﬁed in gti‘;eered with
Y . ! : witing under the Hands of the Juftices and Seleét-men of the faid Town, op "2
Council and Affembly. rising -y

major part of both 5 the Governonr with the Advice and Confent of the G
Council fhall fee cauli;s toléGrant, Licence unrofany {ﬁer_ﬁm n; Build with Tim- 79
g ber, or cover with Shingle. And if any perfon fhall prefume to Ere&, or .
Elfam' zﬁlmngtﬂn Secr. caufg to be Ereéted, any Frame or Building comrag hereto ; upon Convigi- Z?;ﬁff'@;u’
) on thereof, before two Juftices of Peace ( Quorum Unus) fuch _Building  fhall Build with
}f deemed a common Nufance, and Drhe ?Kner oi"_ fuch Frame o%) lguilding ga'gber in
N . 5 PSR Il 5-eized all enter into a Recognizance to Demolifh the fame s and in Defaule ot p
Letesie, seh 3%?}3@%% %%‘E?ﬁ%@ﬁ%%%%@% Entring into fuch Recognizance, thall be Committed to Prifon, undl he do Pendly fof,
’ - caufe the {ame to be Demolithed ; or elfe fuch Building fhall be Demolifhed tranfEreffing
by Order of the Quarter Seffions of the Peace within thé faid Coun , and this AGE,
the Charges thereot to be Levied by Diftrefs, and Sale of fuch Qté:endexs
Goods, by Warrant frem the Corirt of Quarter Seffions, -

wr e
vernour |
and Ceuncif

And it ig further Grdered and Enaded, That in all Void and Unbuit¢
Places; which fhall hereafter be improved for Building, or when at any time
any total Confumption or Defolation fhall happen in any. Street or Lane . .
within the faid Town, it fhall be in the power of the Juftices of thie Peace of Juftices énd
| faid Town then in being, fogether wich the Sele&-Men, or the major parc of Seleétmen *
] both, to State and Lay out fuch Sereets, Ways and Paffages, as may be moft & lay out
| : for the Conveniency and Accommodation of the Place : As alfp where any Sweets, &z,
) . Defolation has happesied, to Regulate and Enlarge other narrow and crooked
i Lanes or Paffages.  AND where any particular perfons fhall have their Land
taken away or leffencd thereby 5 a Jury of Twelve Men fhall be appointed . .
by wo Juftices of th¢ Peace, and Swoin to Afcertain the value thereof, to & Jury to &
be paid by the perfon; to whofe Land the fame fhall be added, or by the Afccriain the
Neighbourhaed or Town, in proportion to the benefit or convenient any ;;lel:l’g °§ﬂi%§
fhall have thereby. ~ And’every perfon Building as aforefsid with Brick or laid ,:saﬁ},t
Stone; fhall have liberty © Set half. bis Parcicions Wall in his Neighbours Sirser,
) Az Ground, -




Anwo’ Regni Regis Guliehni II1. Septidio,
FPucetuous Parriages.

 ACTS and LAWS
Paffed by the Great and General Court or Affembly of the Province
of the Maffachuferts Bay in. New-England. .Begun and Held at
Bofton, the Twenty-ninth Day of May, 1695.

An Ad to prevent Inceftuous Marriages
' LTHOUGH thi "Court doth ot take in band to determine whar is the
hole Breadth of the Divide Commiasidment refpecting unlawful Marriae

Zes. Yet for preventing of that abominable Diftunesty and Confufions
which might “otherwife bppen.

Be it Ehaed By the Lieuterant Soverunir, Coimeil anty Be-
prefentatives in General Court Afembled, and Bp the Autporitp
of the {anié, That no an thall Marry any Womin withist the degrees heres

Begrees of after named 1n this A&, Zhat is to fay, No man fhall Marry kis Grand-fatbers
Kindred for. #ife, Wives Grand-mother, Fathers Siftci, Mothers Sifter, Fathers Brothers Wife,
bidden Mar- Motkers Brotbers Wife, Wives Fathers Siffe; Wives Mothers Sifter, Fathers Wife,
tiage, Wives Mother, Daughier, Wives Daughter, Sons Wife, Sifter; Brotbers Wife, Wives
Siféer, Soris Daugbhter, Dauglrers Daughter, Sons Sois Wife, Daughters Sons Wife,

Wives Sons Danghter, Wivés Daughters Daughter, Brothers Daigbter, Sifters Daughs

ter, Brothers Soms Wife, Sifters Suns Wife, Wives Brothers Danglter, Wives Siffere

Daugbrer. And if any. man have already Married, or fhall hereafter Marry,

or have carnal Copulation with any Worftan who s within the degrees before

recited in this A¢t § every fuch Marriage fhall be and is hereby declared to

be Null and Void.  And all Children that fhall hereafter be born of fuch

Inceftuous Marriage or Copulation, fhall be for ever difabled to Inherit by

Defcent, or by being generally named in any Deed or Will by Father or

" Mother. :

. 2nd be it furthér Enaced by the Nuthoritp aforefaid, Thar eve
Man and Woman who fhall Marry, of carnally
Penalty for within any of the degrees before
any within thereof
the faid De fcly

rees that
fl\nll Marty.

ry
know each other, being
recited in_this A&, and fhall be convided
before His' Majefties Juftices of Affize and General Goal Celivery §
Man and Woman fo convicted, fhall be fet upon the Gallows by the
fpace of an hour, with a Rope about their Neck, and tlie other end caft over
the Gallows : And in the way from thenée to the Commion Goal, fhall be
feverely. Whipped, not exceeding Forty Stripes each. Alfo every perfon fo
offending fhall for ever after wear a Capital I of two inches fong, and pro.
portionable bignef;, cut out in cloth of a contrary colour to their Cloaths,
and fewed upon ¢heir upper Garments on the out fide of their Arm

or on
their back in open' view. And if ani petfon or perfons having been 'convi&-
ed and fentenced for fuch Offence, {

all at any time be found without their
Tetter fo wern, during their abode in this Province, they fhall by Warranc

from a Juftice of the Peace be forthwith Apprehended and Ordered to be

publickly Whippd not exceeding. Fifceen: Stripes, and fo from tinte to

time totses quuties,
})CTMI on o nd be it further Enacted by the HAutbority afprefaid, That if any
I‘;;mi‘:' ’c"if Mzh or Woman whofe Marriage is by this prefent A& declared Null
de da‘,'cgN(';“ and Void; fhall be fo hardy as to converfe together as Man and Wife,
to converfe O fhall continue to' dwell in the fame Houfe at any time after the fpace
or dwell to of [orey day mext after the' Publication of this prefent A&, and be thcr;
gether,  ° 2

o
.

i
!

" whofe immediatc care or

Auno Regis Regis Gulielni r S‘ePﬁni'oI
Fuceftous dPHaveiages.

of Convicted; or if any Man and Woman' who fhall hereafter be divorced or
their Marriage declared to be null and void, according to the Law of this
Provinee, fhall Cohabit or Converfe together as Man and Wife, and be there-
of Convicted, all and every fuch perfons fhall fuffer the pains and penalties
mentioned in an A& made and paffed by the Great and General Court or
Affembly, at their Seffions begun and held the Thirtieth Day of May, One
Thoufand Six Hundred Ninety Four, Entituled, 4n A& againft Adultery and
Poligamy; which in and by the faid A& are fer and impofcd upon fiach as
hall be taken in Adultery, And it fhall be in the power of the Juftices of
the superiour Court of Judicature, to Affign unto any Woman fo feparated,
fuch reafonable part of the Eftate of her late Husband as in their difcretion

the circumitances of the Eftate may admit, not exceeding one third. part
thercut,

79

And for the bester preventing of Clandestine Marriages.

e it Enaced By the Authority aferefoid, In Addition to the A& En:
tiled, dn A&  for the orderly Confummating - of Marriages, That no
Perfon other than a Juftice of the Peace, and that within his own :
County only, or Ordained Minifter, an® that only in the Town where he is Jullices and:
fetled in the Work of the Miniltry ; fhall or may prefume to joyn any Per-

{ons together in Marriage 5 Nor fhall any Juftice or -Minifter, joyn any Per (0 Marry
fons in Marriage other than fich, one or both of whom are Inhabitants .or rfons out
Refidents in fuch County or Town' rafpeively, nor without Certificate pro oftheir
duced under the hand of the Clerk of the feveral Towns where the parties County or
refpe&ively dwell, that the names and intention of the faid partics have been Town re-
entred with bimy fitteen days before hand ; and that dye Publication of fuch fpectively:
their intention or purpofe has been made in manner as by Law is direQed; °
Nor without evident fignification that the Parents .of fuch perfons, or o Names and
thers whofe immediate care or government they are under, are knowing of intention of
and confen:ing to fuch Marriage : On pain that every. Juftice, Minifter, or Marriage to
other perfon offending againft this A&, fhall for every fuch Offence, forfeit be Entred
and pay the Sum of Fifty Pounds, as a fine for and towards the defraying of 3" Cel ki
the Publick Charges ariling within fuch County where the offence is commic: *VrCk!
ted, to be fued for and recovered by the Ceunty Treafurer in any of His Penalty on
Majeflizs Courts of Record within the fame;- by Bill, Plaint or Information 3 Jutices or
and fhall and are hereby for ever after difabled to joyn perfons in Marriage 3 Minifters
and be furcher liable to the Adtion and Suit of the Parcnt, Guardian or others offending,
government cither of the partics were under at the
time ot fuch Martiage, that arc agrieved thereat and fhall profecute the fame.

3nd De it further Enaced, That if af any time the Banns of Matri- -
mony betwist any perfons fhall be forbidden, the Publifher thereof fhalt for Banns forbid: °
h2ar to proceed therein, until the matter have been duly . inquired :

! into_and
heard before two of the Juftices of the fame County, and that they certify gxc:l:l 255‘5’5101

Miniftersnoz

under their hands, cither that the caufe was infufficient, or that it is removed, ~ the matter
o . be heard,(5e,
And all Marriages fhall be Regiftred by the Town Clerk of the fame Town :

Town Cletl:
to Regifter
Marriagés,

where they are confummated ; and every Juftice or Minifter as aforefaid, fhall
return a Note ‘or Certificate unto the Clerk of the Town, of the names of
all perfons which they fhall Marry, and of the time when, within three
months at fartheft after Confammation of the fame, and fhall allow and

Pay out of his Fee unto the Clerk for Entrin the {ame Three pencs: An:
aw, Ulage or Cuftom to the contrary notwig:hﬁanding. i y

nd be it further @naced by the Authoritp aforefaid, That if an
Man thall wear Womens Apparrel 5 or if any Woman (hall wear MCn); 32::‘2;‘\?:}

Appatrely vy Appareel.

Penalty o -
men and wes !




“Amo Regni Regis Guliclmt - III. Septino.

“Allise of Shingles. dParthas Linepacd.

Apparrel, and be thereof duly Conviéted ; they fhall be corporally punifhed
or Fined, at the difcretion of the Quarter Seffions, not-exceeding Five Pounds,
to the ufe of the County where the Offence is Comtmitted, towards the de-
fraging of the County Charges.

8

©

An Adt for Regulating the Affize of Shingles,

HEREAS it has beew accuffonied shas  Shingles expofed 50 Sale,
are clofe Packt isp ins Bundles, [0 that the quality of them cannot
) be feen, and do f&quml; fall fhort of the due Affize and Dimenis

ons, wheiehy greas Injuftice may be dome.
For Remedy whereof.
Be it Enaced by the Lieutenant SGovernour, Council and Tic-
prefentatives, in General Court Afembled, and bp the Authoritp
of the fame, That all Shingles expofed to Sale, fhall be made of good found
Timber, and of the following Dimentions, Zas is ¢o fay, ¢ach Shingle to bear
eighteen Inches or fifteen Inches in length; and not under three and half
Inches in breadth, nor under’ half an Inch thick, and welldhaved ; all - -
Shingles of cighteeri Inches and fifteen Inchies refpedtively, to be made up in
diftiné Bundles by themfelves,

‘Affize of
Shingles.

‘And Be it further’ Enaced by the Authority aforefaid, That from and

, after the firft day of September riext enfuing, No perfon fhall expofe to Sale
All Shisgles any fuch Shingles, which are not of the full dimentions, of length, breadtk
““;.“ due  ond thicknefs aforefaid ; On pain of forfciting every bundle, wherein any
[ﬁd’;‘"r:fp:" Shingfes fhall be found under afy of ¢he faid dimientions. of fength, breadih
befo‘:fcit:d.o or thicknefs. And if ahy perfon to whom any Shingles are tendred to be
Sold, fhall defire to have them viewed, upon his applicatfon’ made to a Juftico

of Peace, fuch Juftice is hereby Impowred to make out a Warrane for the
appoining and authorizing fome able Hoafe.Carpenter to view and meafure
the fame 5 and to adminifter an Oath unto him to deak faithfully and impar.
tially thereiri ; @nd in the prefence of the Ownet or Vender of fuch Shingles
{ it he fee caufe to be there ) to perform chie faid Service, and to make feizure
of all fuch bundlés of Shingles, in which there fhall be any found under the
Defe@ive  full dimentions above men:ioned, in any particular thereof, And upon fuch re-
Shingles for- eurn miade by thie faid OFicer under his hand to the Juftice who granted the
feiedtob¢  Warrae, fuch Juftice fhall declare the faid Shingles to be forfeited 3 and caufe
tothe vt of om o be delivered unto the Sele&-mien or Overfeers of the Poor of the
the poor, Town, where they are offered to Sale, to be imployed to and for the ufe of
the Poor of fuch Town : The charges of viewing being firft defrayed and

anfwered for out of the fame ¢ But where there appears no defe@s,the pesfon

at whofé defire the Smrvey i appointed, fhall anfwer the whole charge thereof:

Juftices of the
Peate to'ap:
point 4
Viewrer,

An A& for the betterSettlement of thelflands
of Marthas Vingyard, and Iflands adjacent. |

€ it Cnaded bp the Hieutenant Gobvermour, Councid and g
Geprelentativeg, Tonbened in Seneral Court o AfMembly,
and bp the Yuchoritp of the fame, Thae che Iflands of Mar-
thas Vineyard, Elfabett 1flands, the Iflands called NomansLand, &

all the dep ies formerly belonging to Dwkes County (the 1fland of

Nantuckess only exceptsd ) fhall be, remain~and continue to be ong Coun- %“

. : iy b

Awn Regni Regis Guliehni II. Septimo. .
Settlement ¢ Suppoct of MPinifiers. . 8

ty to all intents and purpofes, by the name of Dukes County : And all Appeals
from any Judgment or Judgments given or to be given iri any of the Inferiour Appeslstrom
Coures of Fleas within the faid County,fhall henceferth be heard and tryed at Counsin
the Superiour Court of Judicature to be holden from timie to time at Plympush Dukes Couns
wihin the Neighbouiing County of Plymouth, any Law, Ufage or Cuftom % t© be to
to the contrary notwithtanding : the Jurors to Servé at faid Superiour Courts £2704rb.

of Judicature to be from time to time chofen and fumthoned out of the fevé-

ral Towns within the {aid County of Plymouth and Dukes County according tg

the directions in the Law in fuch cafe provided- The Ifland “of Nantuckers

to remain and condinue under the fame Form of Governnient as ié already Appealsfrom
there fetled : and Appeals from the Judgmen's given or to be given in the Sourtsin
Inferiour Court of Pleas withiin the faid lfland, to be heard and tryed in the a‘"’"gﬁ“ to
Superiour Court of Judicature to be held ac Boffon within the County of '~ o,
Suffolk as is by Law provided.

An A& in further Addition to the A& Enti:
tuled, edn Aé for the Settlement and Sup-
port of Minifters. -

€ it Cnaced Bp the Lientenant Sobvernour, Council and Fe-
prefentatives in General Court Afembled, and by the Au-

thoritp of the fame, That when at any tithe a Church fhall make

choice of a Minifter, and prefent their choice unto the Inhabitants

of the Town or Precin& int a Publick meetifig duly warned and affembled
for that purpof¢, to have their concurrance thereini; and the Inhabitants fo
Affembled, thall by 2 major Vote deny their approbation of the Chuches
cheice 5 the Church may call in the help of a Council confifting of the Ef-
ders and Meffengers of three or five Neighbouring Churches, which Council
are hereby Impowred to Hear, Examine and Confider the exceptions and
allegations made againft the Churches Ele@tion. And in cafe the Council
fhall notwichftanding approve of the faid EleQion, fuch Minifter accepting

of the Choice, and fetling with them, fhall be the Minifter of the Town or

Preciné, who fhall be in all refpe@ts fupported and maintained, as by the

faid Aétis provided ; but if otherwife, the Church fhall proceed to the E-
le&tion of another Minifter. '

© nbd it ig further Declaved, That no perfon by reafon of his Voting
in the Church fhall be precluded from Voting as an Inhabitant of tho
Town : Any Law, Ufage or Cuftom to the contrary notwithftanding,

I —




	Acts and Laws Cover
	Acts and Laws 1
	Acts and Laws 2
	Acts and Laws 3

