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bis1WVives Mother : Ner then is bis Fathers /e or Step-
Mpther any ugere bic Mother after bisFathers deaih,
and' confequersly be may have bis Fathers Hie s
swhich & an impicty wct fo wmuch as named amongff
the baneftci livt of Livathen. 1 Cor.y.3.  Othery
Concede, thar indied [uch  Aavriage is Sinful; but
the freti nondebuic factum valet, swhen wice thiey
arc Mavried they are 2ot to be feparated they think;
which is a ftrange and comtradiciery Opmiom. It is
as i it (buld be alfymed, thay becaufe men bave
fi‘(i?},./gli‘(’j]&/ ‘zgnz'mf the light of natuve, they may do
[ fbsily and Live sinthat fin though it be to the Fees-
nad Dajsnation of their Souls, Such ddarriages are

wickedly

« Tothe READER. .

soickedly Inceffuons 5 and therefore to Quefiics e
ther the Civil Autharity may pevsisit Perfons fu concern-
ed to continne m Cersugal Connaton, is, te make it
a Locflions whether h’lzlﬁ{/?;'drex widy wot inr/n/,ge the
moft Scandaleus t;"17{/5'(;'(_[/1‘1.mv({f the Neval Lngq)m_nl
o bring the guilt o} thifc Crimies npan the Gevernent,

and upon the wih:-le Land wwhore f/)r;' are pc;-p‘e?m!w!h

Moft cerrainly, when John the Bapil faed 1o Hercd,
It 1s not Lawtul tor chee to have thy Brothurs
Wite, Aark 618, bis quteadn-ent was that they
ought mo longer to live tegetber as Maw and
Wije. If Adagiffrates oy any other (hill be reproach-
ed for their Loly Zeal in this inatter, they will
Stuffer Perfecstion m the very fone canfe for which
Joha did. Bloreover, e find in the Scripture that,
when fome bad contracled davringes contrary to the
Lasiy of God Cand o have they all done vhat have
Mavried their Hives Siffer ) it awas net thdght #
swanld be (uificient for thew, to confcfs ther faulty ob
to tnhilit the like practice in others [ur the ﬁdmre,}mt
the guiity Perfons sivve arade to put - away all fuch
Wrewes, Lera 103,11, Nehiag.zy.

Bt for further Information in this point, thé Rea~
der a5 referred tothe Anfawer bercwith Fmitted pubich
in few words contains enough to farisfy the Gone
[Hences of theus that Knguire awithour an Idol su thesr
Hearts, or vhat wre [ceiely willing to be [atisfyed.
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Concerning the Cafe of Cenfience pro-
pofed to our Coanflideradon, Viz.

R T Hether it be Lawful for a Man to Marry

bis Wives own Sifter ¢

We Anlwer in the Negative 3 That it s ue-
serly Unlawful, Incefuous, and an Hainous St in the
Sight of G.d. For, _

1. The scripture fayes, Nowe [hall approach ro
any that is near akintohim. Lev. 18 6. Now the
parciculars inftanced in that Chapter thew,that by
kindred is meant not only Confanguinity, but Af-
Sinity, or fuch as are allycd by Mar.iage as well
as by Blood. Itis then clear, that a Mans Wiv.s
Sifter is near akin to him : fordhe rclates to him
in the very firdt degree of Afhnity,whi:h is near
kinred. It is a ruled Cafe amonglt all Q. thodox
- Divines and Judicious Caluilts, That aMan may
not Marry any of his Wives kindred neacer in
Elood than he rmay of his own ; nor may the
Womaan of her Husbands. A Man may as Jaw-
fully Marry Lis own Mother as his Wives Mo-
ther, bis own Aunc as bis Uncl:s Wil 5 o his
own Sifter as his Wives Sifter. Lev.a8 14.

2. There is in che Scripture an exprefs Pro-
hibition of Marriage wich fuch as are no nearer
akin chan a Mans Wives Sifter is.  To inftance.
A Man may not Mariv his Brothers Wite Lew.
28.16. and 20.2x. Maubh.s4.4  Which lmplics

(5.

“that 2 man may not Marry Lis Wives Sifter who

is as ncar akin to him as his Brothers Wite. Per-
fons not named in the Law it they have the fame
nearncfs with thofe exprefly and in erms forhid-
den to joyn in Mariiage Relation together, are
compichended inthar Law. When the Law ex-
prefly forbids che Nephew o Marry the Aune,ie
implics that che Uncle may notMarry the Neece,
becaufe an Uncles Wik and an Aunts Husband
arc equally akin.  Icis (as Dr.Hal! in his Cates
ot Confcience kas well noted ) caly to obferve,
thae all che feveraldes of che degrees prohibi-ed
run (hll upon the Male, under which the exorbi-
taaces of the otherSex are comprehendad. Thus
thoagh a Mans Marryiog his Wives Silter 1. not
i1 1o many cxprefs Words and Syllables prohi-
Lized, by dear implizuion and neceitacy Confe-
gaence ici> fo Io s avery weak Arguincne, to
fay, inalmuch as Marrying with the Wives difter
i> not in teens torbidden in che 18 Chaprer of
Lowstiens, that theretore ic 5 lawtll A Mans
Muarying wich his own Laughte, 5 not exprefly
toroidden in that Law @ Bac fince it is 1:1d, he
may not Marry his Daugheer in Law or his Sons
Wiic, Verfexy. by neceifary deduction te fullows,
that he may not Marry his own Laughter. ke
is not in exprefs terms faid, that a Woman thall
not Marry two Brothers : and it is cerainly as
lawful tor a Woman to Mairy two Brothers as tor
a Man two Siiters. Yet this is £0 highly againtt
the light of Nature as well as dcripare, as thai it
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- was of old decreed it the Neocafarinn Conmdil,

that whofoever thould do fo, thould  be rejecied
unto death. :

3- The Light of Nature and Laws of Nadons
have Condemned this Pradtice as Abominable.
The Grecians, Romans and the Arubians, who

“had no light of Scripturc, only the Law written
~in their hearts by nature, did prohibit fuch Mar-
riages. The Karean Jews (who in Oppolion
to the Zalmsdifts adhere to the Books ol A7 fes.)
.Cond:mn them.  So have Chriftian Nations
done : And in owr own Nadon in fpecial. The
Table of the Church ot Lagland fet forth by An-
thority, docs exprefly declarc,that a Man may not
Marry with his Wives sifter.  Mr.Repzer (that
worchy Miniiter ot the Golpel at Lincoln ) in his

* Judi.iovg Anfier to the Cafe betore us, thews,

that the Lawsol cheLand probibic this Mariiage 5
and he refers Lis Reader tor Intormation o dSic
Ed. Cooks Inftituze, Part.2. p.683. And to the Sta-
tiates of 25 H 8.Chap 22. and his 28 year.Chape.
and his 30 year Chap.3s.

4. Learned £ivines have with a great concur-
rence teftityed againdt fuch Marriage as unlawtul.
Zanchy obferves, thac all the Anuent Fathers
Witneffed againft it.  So have our Pratcltant
Divines: Partieulaly Beza, Junivs, Gerbard, Po:
lanus, Bacairis, and the Gcm'v'ml)ivinc:: A.”[),
Zepperie, and Vioerus © And of onr own Narion,
Ny Perbns, Dr. Ames, Dr. Hall, Dr. Willet, Dr.
Hamond. Likewile the Englith dmsofators on Lew

7.

L7
18.16. And Mr. Poole, and Mr. €Lk in their -
Notes en that place.  Yea, the Atfumbly at
Weitmintter ((in which were many Eminent
Perfens ) -in cheir Confeflion of baich, Chap.ag.
S¢ct.g. bave thefe words.  Mar-iage cught net to -
be within the degrees of Cenfonguinity or Aiginity. for-
bidden in the word © Ner can [nch Diceftuous Mars -
riages be wmade lawful by any Lasw o 2ilon, fo as
thfe Perfuns may live togethor ay Man & Wifa. -
The nian may nt Alivey avy of bis Wives Rindred
marer . Blood then be may of bis oxom 5 aor the -
Woman of her Husbands lundved wnearer in Blood
than of ber own. ‘Ihefe are the words of that
Renowned Aviembly. Morcover ic iswell known
that fuch Martiage was C ondemned as unlawtul,
by theUniverfiticsof Enropeinthe daysof K. Hemry 8
: As tor the Objedtion that ic is {aid,lcv. ¢8.18. -
Thou [halt net take a [Tife to Ler Siffer to wex her
befides the orher in ber lije time. By Siffer in that
plice not a natueal Silter in a fhrict fenfe, bue

any other Woman is intended : The fame ex *

pretlion: i the, Original s elfe where trantlated,
One to ansther ek 1.9, The Hebrews are woge-
to give the name of Brother aad Sifter to all
N.ighbours,and more efpecially to. all clat are of
the fame Nation. Gen.x9.7. [fe.19.2. Exek.16.4%,
48. The Jews (asfome Learned men have wll
obferved ) did fomerimes. take Second Wives,
whillt the firlk was. living, on purpole to vex the
ot Wite 3 which.was a very great Wickednefs.
The defign Joxn. of thac. Text s ¢o. prohibit
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i Polygamy,but giveth no allowance to any man to

Mauvy bis difter atter his Wives Deatis.

Yimally. 1 hae Practiceis one of thote Abomt-
nations, for which the Holy God punithed the
Heathen Naidons: And it 15 a burning Shame,
that ever it thould be heard of in {uch a Land of
Uprightnefs as New- Exgland once was and ever

" ought to be. It is very fad,that a Practice which

cthe Scripture calls Wickednefs and c4bomination,and
whizh the light of Nature condemns,thould find
any Pacrons amonglt us. A great Livine has truly
noted, that this is one of thofe iniquirics which
provokes the God of Heaven ro tend encinics
upon a Peoplz, and to make their Land dcfolace.
1t atter the Lord has it red up his Servanes in che
Minilt.y to boar theic Teftimony againft i,
(and we hope their is no Minilter ia the Land

+ ejhier {0 ignorant, or under fuch a Penaland ju-
dicial defertdpn of God as to jultity it ) men
* fhall ftill go on openly toPradtie a thing fovile,
i and chat by the connivance of thofc who ought
" by Severe and Righteous Laws to inhibic it, We
v may fear what God will do.

INCREASE MATHER.
CHARLES MORTON.

- JAMEs. ALLEN.
. - SAMUEL WILLARD.
- JAMES  SHERMAN.
JOHN  DANFORTH.
COI'TON MATHER.

NLAEMIAH WALTER.., .-

,y‘

Mrs.

Of Boffon, in N. E. Daughter of
Mr. Edmund Quincey ; late Wife of
JOHN HULL Eiq. deceafed.

f Diligent, Conftant, Fruitfull Reader

and Hearer of the Word of GOD,

Redted from her Labours, jung, 22. 1695.
being the feventh day of the Week, a licle
before Sunfer 3 jult about the time  She
nled o begin the Sabbach.

Amno ZEtatis fue 69,
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Epitaph

Reat Saral’sFaith 3 joind with Good Hinnah's Prayer ;

For Hearing ofthe Word, glad Maries Care
Aged Eizabeths Juft Walk; — To dwell
Nigh Prophets, “a true Shunamitifl» Zeal ;
An Humbie Soul, Trin’d with an High Neglelt
Of §uy Things, but with Ancient Giories deck’t 3
All thefe Expir'd at once ! Array’d with Them,
Our HULDAH's gone to Gods Ferufalem :
Withour a Figare fo, with her Laft Breath
Shee Triumph'd o%er that Ho'op'ernes, DEATH.

PerteCt in Thoughts, Words, Decds, She foars on highy ¥

Performing what her Name did [ignife,

JUDITIT THOTT,
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